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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU 


April 13, 1970 


1. Mr. Kissinger met again with Le Due Tho, Xuan Thuy and Mai 

*• 

Van Bo April 4. He insisted that the other side should speak first. 

2. Xuan Thuy said that the withdrawal proposal which Mr, Kissinger 
had made at the previous meeting amounted to a mutual withdrawal 
and said that they f, cannot accept this principle”. He then proceeded 
to statement of their political proposal in the following terms: They 
recognize the GVN as a "reality" and a political settlement should 
take place in three phases: 1) Thieu/Ky/Khiem should be changed, 
and a new Saigon administration formed; 2) a "provisional coalition 
government" should be formed, consisting of the PRG, the new 

Saigon administration and representatives of all other political forces; 

% 

3) there should be elections after U. S. withdrawal to elect a National 
Assembly. 


3. Xuan Thuy said they were prepared to discuss their withdrawal 
after political and military issues had been agreed to. He repeated 
the proposal for U. S. withdrawal in six months, 

4. He also said that we should replace Ambassador Lodge. 

5. In reply, Mr. Kissinger said we could not accept their demand 
for replacements of leaders of your government. Mr. Kissinger 
repated vhat he had previously said that the control of power after a 
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settlement would be determined by the process agreed in the settle- 
ment, e. g. , by elections. He added that the electoral commission 
could be given important functions. 

6. He also repeated what he had previously stated that we were now 
well represented in Paris for current discussions and that we would 
be prepared to appoint a successor to Ambassador Lodge when it was 
appropriate. 

7. Mr. Kissinger then recounted the proposals we had made in these 


talks : 

1) We have agreed to the principle of U. S. withdrawal. 

2) We have presented a flexible schedule for withdrawal. 

3) We have said we are not committed to the maintenance in 
power of any political force after a settlement. 

4) We have presented methods fo r determining the popular 
will (electoral commission; elections; international super- 
vision). 

V 

5. We are prepared to link military and political issues 
both in general and in connection with a cease fire. 

8. Laos and Cambodia : Mr. Kissinger stated that we were prepared 

. 

to reduce military operations in northern Laos if they would stop 
offensive operations. He added that we were prepared to work out 
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arrangements to guarantee the neutrality and inviolability of Cambodia. 

9. Mr. Kissinger also pointed out that they had started new military 
operations in South Viet-Nam just four days before this me eting. 

10. In reply to a question by Xuan Thuy, Mr. Kissinger said that 

e lections could be held before or after withdrawal of all non-South 
Vietnamese forces, 

11. Xuan Thuy then said that he and Le Due Tho had good will and 
wished to continue to work, denying that the timing of the offensive 

in South Viet-Nam had any significance in terms of the discussions. 

♦ 

12. Le Due Tho then commented that our views of the situation in 
Viet-Nam, Laos and Cambodia differ greatly from theirs. He 'claimed 
that we had escalated hostilities in Laos by taking the Plain of Jars 
last year and by bombing and he accused us of the coup in Cambodia. 

He said tla t the people of Indo-China were united against us and would 

fight until victory. 

13. Le Due Tho added that they agree with our statement that the 
settlement of the political problem must be based on the relation of 

f 

political forces, but as long as we maintain Thieu/Ky/Khiem it shows 
that we want to keep up the war. 

14. Mr. Kissinger replied by pointing out that Hanoi* s troops are doing 
the advancing in Laos. A simple way to solve the problem is to nego- 

* * 4 

tiate a cease fire in northern Laos. 
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15. Regarding Cambodia, Mr. Kissinger said we were ready to 
discuss measures to guarantee its neutrality; that we would not be 
the ones to expand the war to Cambodia, to threaten its neutrality, 
to augment our actions there, or to threaten them from Cambodia. 

It was not admissible, however, that they should define what govern- 
ment should be in power there and use their troops to make changes in 
that government. 

16. Mr. Kissinger summed up by enumerating the points which divide 
us. These are: 

1) With whom they are prepared to discuss withdrawal of their 
forces, and how to establish a relationship between their with- 
drawal and ours. 

2) How to define a political process which does not prejudice 

• * . 

the outcome in advance. 

17. At the end of the meeting it was agreed not to set a date for 

V* 

another meeting now, but to get in touch when either side was ready 
to meet next. 

18. It seems to me the fact that Le Due Tho stayed on in Paris for 
these talks is an indication of a growing desire by the other side to see 
some progress in negotiations. Recent reports from Hanoi indicating 

a growing sense of frustration at the lack of progress in South Viet-Nam 

. 

. 

. 

tend to confirm this view. . While they reject the principle of mutual 
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withdrawal, it seems to me in fact they are in accord that their 
forces must be withdrawn when they say they are prepared to dis- 
cuss their withdrawal after political and military issues have been 

* 

agreed to. Although another date has not been set for a meeting 
they indicate they wish to continue contacts, 

19. Thus while I think there has been some useful progress, it is 
also clear that the other side is not yet ready to make concessions on 
the main issues. I think this is to be expected in view of the fact of 
their lack of progress in South Viet-Nam and the new problem with 
which they are faced by the developments in Cambodia, It is reason- 
able to expect* that they would want to reappraise their position in 
the light of these developments. 




